
Everything You Want to Know 
About Jewellery 
 
 
  
Saturday 2 & Sunday 3 December 2017 
11.00 – 16.00 
Course Leader: Dr. Beatriz Chadour-Sampson  
 
 
This course reveals the history of Western jewellery from late Antiquity till today and gives 
insight into the comprehensive collection of 3,500 jewels in the William and Judith Bollinger 
Jewellery Gallery.  It will explore how fashions in dress determined what jewellery was worn and 
how international styles and art movements were inspirational for the designs. The course will 
also look at how changes in economy and society influenced the jewels worn and the personal 
messages of jewellery which accompanies the wearer through life and marks special occasions. 
Other than being adornment and symbols of status, jewels express devotion, grief, love and 
hope.   
 
Programme 
 
Saturday 2nd December  
 
10.30   Registration 
 
11.00 - 12.00 Introduction: What is jewellery, who wears jewellery and why?  

12.00 - 12.15  Coffee Break 

12.15 - 13.00 Jewellery in late Antiquity and Medieval Europe (400-1500): 

     The Church, nobility and the goldsmith 
    International styles and fashions  
     Between function, love, faith and superstition 
 

13.00 - 14.00 Lunch (not included) 



 

14.00 - 15.00 Jewellery in Renaissance Europe (1500-1620): 

     Global Trade between Asia and Europe 
Jewellery found on Spanish shipwrecks 

     Jewellery as a sign of status and wealth  
 

15.10 - 16.00 Baroque Splendour at the European Courts (1620-1720): 

   Bows, botany and ornamental prints 
A passion for pearls 
Development of new cuts in gemstones  

    
    From Rococo Elegance to the Napoleonic period (1720-1815): 
   Diamonds and an extravaganza of colours in gemstones 
    

Sunday 3rd December 

 

11.00 - 12.00 Jewellery in the 19th century (1800-1890): 

    The age of the social and industrial change 
The International exhibitions in London and Paris and the great jewellers of 
Paris 

    Naturalism, historical styles and a new source for diamonds   
 

12.15 - 13.00  Coffee Break 
 
12.15 - 13.00 Jewellery from the Belle Epoque and Art Nouveau period (1890-1914): 

     Diamonds galore and the ‘garland style’ 

     Rene Lalique and the beginnings of modern jewellery 
 

13.00 - 14.00  Lunch (not included) 
 

14.00 - 15.00 Jewellery from Art Deco period and beyond 1918-1945): 

Europe, its fashions and varying styles 

Influence of the Exotic and Fine Arts on jewellery 
 



15.10 - 16.00 Jewellery from the 1950s till today  

Global fashions and new materials 

Diversity of jewellery as never before       

 

 

Beatriz Chadour-Sampson works as a freelance international jewellery historian, curator of 
exhibitions and scholarly author. She was the consultant curator in the re-designing of the 
William and Judith Bollinger Jewellery Gallery at the V&A (opened in 2008), London and was 
guest curator of the ‘Pearl’ exhibition (2013-14). 

 

 

 

                                                                                                   Subject to change if necessary. 

 


